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Where talent
meets opportunity.

Higher Achievement's proven afterschool program offers 5th-8th
grade scholars rigorous academic enrichment, caring mentors,
and social-emotional skill-building, resulting 1n a successful
transition from middle school to high school and beyond.

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

Higher Achievement’s academic enrichment sharpens scholars’
reading, critical thinking, writing, and presentation skills,
and gives scholars time to complete their homework.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SUPPORT

Discussions, games, and activities grounded 1n social justice principles
promote the development of social-emotional skills. Scholars identity

their strengths and build confidence in their abilities.

HIGH SCHOOL READINESS

Scholars work with a mentor weekly to define and pursue their goals,
gain awareness of high school, college, and career options, and take

steps to access those options.

EVIDENCE-BASED APPROACH

Only 2% of nonprofit organizations have undergone RCTs,
and, of those, only 10% have positive results.
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Your support makes
a difference!

j};ﬁ DONATE
R higherachievement.org/donate

BECOME A MENTOR
higherachievement.org/volunteer
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Higher
Achievement gives
you opportunities
and helps you
prepare for the

future. It gives
Yyou everything
Yyou need to
succeed.

-JORDAN,
HIGHER ACHIEVEMENT
SCHOLAR




1975-1984

FOUNDED IN 1975

It's a world of results, not of intentions.

“Our dad was a doer. He was always pushing to the finish line, getting things done.
He never liked when one of us said we would "try" to do something. He expected
full commitment, and he held himself to the highest standard in that regard; he
wasn't afraid to hold others to it as well. He created a culture of doing and of
self-sacrifice, of giving of yourself to the maximum extent—not with an air of
resentment or of martyrdom—but with a sense of purpose, and moreover, of JOY."

-Katie Gannon, pictured right with her dad, Greg Gannon, and her sisters Colleen, Megan and Margi

FIELD TRIPS

Scholars enjoyed numerous
field trips as part of their
participation in Higher
Achievement, including
to the Old Rag trail in
Shenandoah National
. Park, the U.S. Capitol,
. theNational Zoo, and the
~ Washington Post.

VOLUNTEERS

Higher Achievement’s
mission would not be possible
without the tireless support
of dedicated volunteers who
support scholars’ dreams and

ambitions.
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Greg Gannon (bottom) and the first six Jesuit volunteers who
worked and taught at HAP (R to L up the stairs): Joe Dempsey,

Pete Buzaid, Pat Holmes, Jim Kemple, Dan Cotter, and John
Niggemeyer

HAP Summer Center Faculty and Staff - 1980 Joe Dempsey tutoring winter / evening
program at Gonzaga
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AWl inns chare an interest in improving educational cpportunities for highest educationallg Ealgram SECHINELTRce ey s e e mGLuin lete Since taking office as President, I have urged all Americans to make *s ® "% p0|NTS
%5 Hupariianisierior fheyvod i RS disadvantaged young people. HAP is a remarkable example of ot . community service central to their lives and work. Judging by your .
Fublic Schools System, I am pleased to endarse the what can be accomplished by a dedicated group of teachers . 5 active eagagement in helping others, it is clear that you understand ®e® OF LIG HT
and volunteer tutors. Since 1973, HAP has helped over 3,500 voung people in grades & - §. this obligation. 1 *. ® .
Through after-scheol sessions during the academic vear. an intensive *
.

We must not allow ocurselves to be measured by the sum of our
possessions or the size of our bank accoumts, The true measure of any
individual is found in the way he or she treats others — and the person
who regards others with love, respect, and charity holds a priceless
treasure in his beart. With that in mind, I have often noted that, from
now on in America, any definition of a successful life must include
serving others. Your endeavors provide a shining example of

this standard.

Higher Achievement Program (HAP) as a viable support

service to the students of our school system. HAP recognizes that there are many talented students

from disadvantaged areas of Washington whose full academic
potential is never developed. While these students possess
raw ability, they lack some of the academic skills and moti-
vation needed to succeed in competitive academic environ-
ments. HAP's mission is te identify these bright students
and strengthen their skills in reading and math by providing
tutering after school and during the summer.

summer program, and assistance with high school placement, the
initiative helps targeted Washington students realize their potencial,

The Higher Achievement Program has provided
Hundreds of volunteers serve as tutors for the program.

academic enrichment opportunities to over 2000
students with demonstrated academic ability from low
scclio-ecenomic neighborhoods in the District of
Columbia. Utilizing the services of more than 250
volunteers over a fifteen year period, the Higher
Education Program has been more than successful in
providing support te schools in their efforts to
motivate students toward higher achievement.

The Points of Light Foundation
was created in 1990 as a
nonprofit organization in
Washington, D.C. to promote
the spirit of volunteerism
described by U.S. President
George H. W. Bush in his 1989
inaugural address, "I have
spoken of a thousand points
of light, of all the community
organizations that are spread
like stars throughout the
Nation, doing good."

The President praises the Higher Achievement Program for its
commitment to the students of Washingron. D.C. Thev recognize that
In eleven years of operation, BAP has a proven record the opportunity to succeed should be a birchright of every American.
of success. HAP students have improved an average of two
grade levels a year in reading and math, which is twice the
average rate of nationmal improvement. Many of HAP's alumni
have gone on to excel in rigorous college preparatory and
cpllege programs. Last year, they won almost $300,000 in
scholarships to private high schools. Former HAP students
also represent 25 percent of the freshman and sophomore
classes of Banneker, the District's selective high school
for the academically talented.

Barbara joins me in congratulating you and in sending you our warm
best wishes for the future. You are a bright “point of light® for your

L A
fellow Americans, and you have our heartfelt thanks.

I have noted that most recently the work of the
Higher Achievement Program received national acelaim
by being recognized by President George Bush as the
39th of his "1,000 points of light" far voluntarcy
EELCViCcCes .,

Sincerely,

%_Bmzﬁ_

Volunteers and Staff of the
Higher Achievement Program

19 Eye Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20001

Again, we appreciate the support and dedicatien
the Higher Achievement Program has provided over the
years for our students. We look forward to continued
ggllabnrative effort Eor the students in this school

strict.

The success of the Higher Achievement Program largely
depends upen volunteer help and private financial support
from foundations, corporations, churches, and individuals.
Your participation as a volunteer tutor and your financial
contributions can increase the opportunities for the
District's most deserving students.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John Galletca (202) L436-6266

Sincerely,

Uedisd 200 Yk sz
Andrew E, Jelflkins I1I
Supecrintendernt of Schools

Chief State School Officer

Sincerely,
/ Py
/ .
Ef,jﬂﬂé-iﬂ.-

Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
United States Senator

John C. Danforth

AEJ:1lis
United States Senator
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HAP showed me the beauty and
strength in all DC communities,

the potential in all children, and the
necessity of intentional investments to

create real opportunity for all.

ED LAZERE, founding Executive Director of the DC Fiscal Policy Institute.
Ed began his DC career at Higher Achievement.
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DREAMING BIG

JAVIER CARD

MAY 15,2003
CENTER: pPAUL JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
WORDS FROM A GRABUAT!NG HAP SCHOLAR
' holic School in Washington D.C. y 4 .
¢ Card. 1 attend Holy Redeemer Catho ic e graduating AD W_I t h t h e S u
pport of their High

gh gchool in Septem

my experience as @ Scholar and how H

My name is Javie ;
o Gonzaga College Hi

1 will be attending
scholar and I'm writing to let you know about

has helped me on my road to success.

were patient and full of understanding
d are still giving 10

se they
n that they gave an

ank all the mentors becau :
attentio

1 first want 10 th
1 admire the time and

and encouragemen
all the scholars.

Achievement staff and mentors
o tomest anﬁﬁ S CT olars pursue big dreams and
celebrate their accomplishments

grade school year. 1
AU basketball team : ‘
f you, but for an eighth grader it

wanted to continue playing for my A

scholar. This may not seem hard 10 achieve for some of ! ‘

meant a lot of studying and & ot of hard work. The problem I hz?d was ﬁnqmg the time 10

do all the things { wanted to do. But, I learned that you thing. All you

have to do is believe you can do it. 1 made the honor roll for two quarters 0 (
rt but [ believe that { made it. 1was accepted into

year. 1have not received my final repo :

Gonzaga. 1am playing for my AAU basketball team and we are schedule to play ina
Give us an exam .
ple of schol A ; —
ars demonstrating academic excellence, HAP g LAY BT S
; community values or one of our pri
principles free
com,

National Tournament in Florida this summer and 1 am a HAP scholar. Of all my

achievements, being HAP scholar is the one that means the most to me. 1 say this
h HAP 1 have {earned lessons that will help me deal with other challenges

because throug
in my life. 1have learned to have patience. { have learned skills and important values.
Most of all I have made friends.

HAP was not an casy program but it was fun. 1 would co

no break for me, but [ did not mind it. There were many
HAP scholar such as: the quote of the week, the word of the week. the studios, scholar

resentations and scholar of the week. Each day was new and exciting. My mother was

shocked that 1 wanted to go 10 HAP and not be late. HAP allowed me the time I needed
oded help with anything I knew my mentors would be there to help me.
| N mell Jemd

for me. If I nec
holars shared a common goal: to do their best so they
onadoy Jo S Gudey

oice, ;E:lidarity and justice).

Roova metung  dd by soab
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would ae,t Mal ed_ aga I
Nhat was most rewatding about this experience? ]

me to HAP directly from school,
things to look forward to as a

HAP is very diverse but all the sc
can be the best. [ would not trade my HAP experience for any thing in the world.
[ am proud to S3Y that 1 am a HAP scholar and T will treasure the memories. () &u
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never give up on your dreams. 1 know what you all
beginning of the year | had you all write them
ur goals because they inspire me to fulfill
thank you for having dreams because
d without goals there would be no HAP. _J

To my fellow scholars I want 10 Say
want to do with your lives, because at the
often take that stack and read yo

down for me.
mine. To my fellow scholars 1, also, want 1o 52y

without your dreams {here would be no goals an
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August 6, 2002
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Naureen Holla

MY FUTURE

Maureen Holla

From:
Sent: Wednesday, April 07, 2004 11:48 AM
To:
ce: By Ruby Blackstone
Higher -
Achie
In my future | want to be a star standards, bug s, LTEr i a lot of
Not any kind of star :":f: work very hzrgi;f scholars) are c?mmeﬂning in those two
is ut sen wo ;
| want to be the one le arrzllg;- :1;1. Each Ot'uzl ;f;i S;'lme time Web}flzi;.lﬁc ‘:’e meet lhosr gsl;j;};ms Program has high
3 0 a . st -
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more, - And this

A HAP scholar's email
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€T, we learn new

Subject
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Every minute of my li A e o hat it lasted longer, Thanks to Higpy o - 7
of my life. Sincerel : ¥ to Higher Achiev;:memﬂna”y » Tove th
LA ent I wi]] « 1S
Mary Mattison I'start at Maret i

; rhe quppart

Hi i
gher Achievement Scholar

e panp ‘ for BAP and all of
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Thank yod,
'ra-shﬂ Wacking

meaning with the ex:
the Holocaust, and ]
“Germans didn’t sto
from killing Jews an
pﬂnpkhmﬂdn‘t like.”

During the summe
ars attend an intensive:

ettt
[

!rr::ﬁ T}any, many choices.
T hUrg':ﬁnthve: Higher Achievment Progra
g to reach one or all of my gu:;s

e
matwmm
reading the 13th, 141

e

Ducsa ANpiRson -, .
GIVES HERSELF A “sHouT-ouT™ FOR GETTING 100% ON THREE READING TESTS. e WTH :
L0 JeALAN t freedom means 19
A HIGHER ACHIEVEMENT ‘Academic field rips and an &
by H lege trip are highlights of the St
RRENTR SCHGH‘% .nok’g:"' all based upon a curricula invol Md'm. mnkli“m Wk
ing four themes — freedom, voice, sol‘ir: they rﬁﬁ? enter their Sth gra

- X darity, and justice. ©
derachie i . b justice. Th . e o
dffg:;:;‘ﬁ E‘ETC school system of ~ drills, games, mhel:- aniﬁ:;:gihﬂﬂglseg: ‘-F;:::ltowlﬂi;_lhp- jmughm receivin
e oliaiig mmﬁﬁr—uld who has a tively build their vocabulary, tnnten; licat S“Ppﬂn;nmﬁm‘
s s “”‘*.:ge ftnd absorbing knowledge, skills, and confidence in all Pm;?;'fmﬂh@!ﬁ and financ
mmmenlﬁumm-lﬁllfd'gi Higher | Subjectareas. ~This spring,” continued :Echuut ") m: ingtotheciysic
o Tk P} is your deus Frankl:n, “the Ward 6 scholars chose from ~ 73% cﬁ' I-Eigher A?ﬁl;m 0200
| | several enticing electives, including Paint-  matri r Achievement gra
About HAP ;‘rf-ﬁ':;fmf:ﬂ Drawing, Mixed Media T m;:: g‘;;:;,dlg‘!*mrmnmem
Higher Achievement is a rigorous & ourself, and Artivism. The Ward 6 school : _m:nds; and other 10]
ademic program housed out jﬁ“m ac. swdio leaders mainly participate through i s. opening doors to firther
of Gonzaga our partnership with the Capitol Hill Arts ﬁcholae; ::E:;ﬂ”-ﬁ'gre&agd beyond.
3 = awarded over $1 mill

|mag;mb: vou're a fifth grader in the un-

2003 ot Converesmce

AN [
OV (rloB84L H /A eI
/e
: High School, a hi
helpinginne}_dp[ogam which has been  Workshop (CHAW).
3 mdemitgnalsg?nzetldfen ll:l_ﬁ:itl_izr: their Each Monday, Tu esday and Th scholarships and finandal aid.®
The P“*srﬂm'igmm}:s; ngepm“ in1975:  ¢fthe school year _smdent.:; armive lirt:fﬂ'y The |
nd successhasled  leaming center at 3:3091‘11, and spim.‘] 5: ‘d‘d’shcl:l“:i?rt:a
e t study may see
m

to branchesinWards 1, 4, 6
s HAP is out of Friendshi wandTg Ward houranda halfon supervised h -
X Chans Shoh ok s 153 . e sy o o il o P dke prde n her paiop
venue, SE, just n study some form . A in their particip:
Metro, and includ,cs‘ “h';;rﬂss;;r;“é;h}' Skm‘a! activity such as dance nnrfs;l:‘l;; Eﬂﬂw Bryant, 11, says, 'ﬁtl:ffi
1ol Hill schools including Payne, M 3 Mmd" After a 15 minute Communi into a ent because.it will help
'z:nl;rnﬁifni:' Ludlow-Taylor, Watkjns,aaur?:i m:fhur;:-gmﬂ;?; includes discussion of t;::-' dét:l:nmnml:ﬁdgﬁ and ithelps
: -Hobson. m, quote, and word R 35_ on't understand.®
wf tie Franklin became Ward 6 Direc- Wﬂ;l;.hs:hu]am study until Spm. 155 ;mwﬁfm e Cﬂrr]'l?m:
mem]:lrm August. “The Higher Achieve-  14th wa;l!":'ion: J;fhthc week of February selfa SE(: :Iﬂne Anderson, 10, gave
py ol et Sk vision of Wash-  You are neutral % ;{;E;Smond Tutw, “If  three of hﬁrili:j:ﬁi gerting 100% o
e IS ing s e 1
o Etherie o nities that SO Ioshnn e T ppres- brought my grad ad trouble,
r tures,” Frankli eir educational fu- . illustrated its  math.” she ESUDID TEAGING
Mhimmmll n E?cp].‘%med, “Higher Waxo b HAP Dascror 5ays,

I} e o R0 develop crit- [Tt

: e emic habits and attitudes in mid- Must (107)
e school children from disadvantaged

pbtipey ‘2 ) Mar cus Peosertt (sl pif
ug:ar-:jjt}_‘ neighborhoods in order to im-
prove their grades; standardized test scores,

. Pl .u’:-' - - -~ -
S . e S Vel el
& T o e I o

ey g # Fl -
= ¥ e PV TRyl
e, _-:r.l‘ﬁ Tonts haald .

- B

s gt e
B Hiiler I e q
i

; e~
Roalgaan ot 4, s
Banosz  Y\Owctis, Sen = |
L S yl
T aems - At e A I
e s = i) . hf%ﬂ{_m &dr-é 3 1 > -
ndef Lgc @ sdert Aebard , .
| 7 and _am:ndmn:. and to increase their ed-
ucational opporunities through a
I. aé}]-:e 7nd scholarship to top are*uc;fiE;
schoals.” :
— B bt What They Do
HAP grooms children for higher edu-

hjn“ cation. Accordi
--- . According to Franklin, “Sch
= ; : l
;g{ Eﬁ:}mms pledge to upho!du :al:nr:
ity ds gbyl-ﬁgherﬂdﬂhmem
LR code of behaviar, disci
:!Em[i)c m]:mm_a commitment o aca-
uring the school
year, th
scholars study math, literature, a;iﬂs:

88 » HILL RAG, MARCH 2005 » copitel

g

~ T

N _
\\




2005-2014

Received the Washington Post Excellence in Nonprofit
Management Award

Received the NPower/Accenture Award for Nonprofit & S
Innovation in Technology wit bt wises AL PR

Launched the first longitudinal, randomized study of
an out-of-school time program

Named National Winner of the Excellence in Summer
Learning Award, given by Johns Hopkins University

Received Bank of America’s Neighborhood Builder’s Award

“Higher Achievementis one

Enterprise Winner for the Catalogue of Philanthropy of the first programs I worked

. . o with—and fell in love with—as
Listed in Top Local Charities to Support by a young researcher 20 years
Washingtonmian Magazine ago. It helped set the very high

standards which I continue to
ook forin other youth-serving
orograms I work with—a strong
orogram model, stellar staff,

Received the Coming Up Taller Award from First Lady a constant desire to learn and
grow, and a respect for, and

Michelle Obama, presented by the President’s heartfelt dedication to. the
Committee on the Arts and the Humanities young people it serves.”

Opened Achievement Centers in Baltimore, MD

DR. CARLA HERRERA,

lead researcher for MDRC’s
randomized control trial study of
Higher Achievement

Opened Achievement Centers in Richmond, VA

Received the MetLife Afterschool Innovator Award

Awarded the Department of Education 13 Grant to
fuel expansion

Winner of Impact 100 in Richmond

St | T L
| o " C O N FI D E N C E “ White House visit, 2013
M %. 1' ' g [

Scholars built confidence
and academic skills
through friendly annual
competitions, including
Olympics of the Mind,
Love Out Loud poetry
performances, and

Geo Challenges.
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Recognized as an Outstanding Mentoring Program
by the Virginia Mentoring Partnership

Received the Raise DC Data Spotlight Award

Opened Brookland Achievement Center within the
DC Metro affiliate

Opened two new Achievement Centers in Richmond

Won “Excellence in Nonprofit Management” Award
from the Center for Nonprofit Advancement

Opened a new Achievement Center in Prince
George’s County, MD, within the DC Metro affiliate

Featured in the Aspen Institute Social, Emotional,
and Academic Development Commission

MDRC published a second randomized controlled
trial (RCT) study of Higher Achievement once again
demonstrating statistically significant results.

Provided individualized academic enrichment during
the COVID-19 pandemic through virtual programming.

Opened the Highlandtown Achievement Center in
Baltimore, MD

Higher Achievement’s RCT studies are accepted to
the What Works Clearinghouse

National Student Clearinghouse data shows that Higher
Achievement scholars are three times more likely than
their peers to graduate from a four-year college

Celebrating 50 years of partnering with middle
school students as they pursue their ambitions

-NWAMAKA EZIEFULA
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2015-2025

Councilmember McDuffie, a Higher Achievement alumnus
R: Greenbelt Achievement Center ribbon cutting

“IHigher Achievement’s] impact
on our school community has
been significant. From bringing
In guest speakers and lecturers,
helping students through the
high school application process,
giving them interview skills, to
hosting high school fairs. It's
really been a one stop shop for
families, and I cantimagine that
we would be able to do the work
to the degree and the scale that
we've been able to do it without
Higher Achievement’s help.”

PRINCIPAL KERRY RICHARDSON,
Brookland Middle School
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2020 virtual programming




